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Neil Simon finds the generation gap is fraught
with humor in Come Blow Your Horn

By Bob Christiansen

“Little boy blue, come blow your horn.” So goes the
nursery rhyme.

In Neil Simon’s play, however, the “little boy” is Buddy,
and he has just turned 21. He’s blue all right, because he
is still living with Mom and Dad, under their constant
eye, and they treat him like a little boy.

It is 1961. Buddy has to eat milk and cake standing
over the sink. The living room is off limits to him.
Meanwhile his older brother Alan is living the wild bach-
elor life in an upscale apartment in Manhattan. When
Alan invites Buddy to “escape out of Egypt” and come
live with him, Buddy screws up his courage and pre-
pares to make some noise.

Of course, losing their little boy does not set well with
Mom and Dad, and they use every guilt trip in the book
to try to get him to return home and avoid the bad
influence of their prodigal son. Alas, it is too late, and
before long Alan realizes he has “created a Frankenstein.”
How peace comes to this family is a story that is as warm
as it is outrageously funny.

Chatley Miller (Birthday Suite, Dancing at Lughnasa) is
the playboy Alan, with newcomer Michael Dean Grulli
as his little brother. Veteran OnStage actress Eileen Ivey
plays Mother. Rounding out the experienced cast are
Dan Feraldo as Father, Jenna Dawsey as Connie, and
Lisa Louise Christensen as Peggy. Bob Christiansen di-
rects.

Come Blow Your Horn opens Friday, July 14 and contin-
ues through August 12. There will be a special benefit
performance on Saturday, July 22. Please see details about
this exciting event in the President’s Column (page 3).
Curtain is at 8 pm for Thursday, Friday, and Saturday
performances. Sunday matinees are at 2 pm.

Reservations are best made on our web site,
.onstageplayhouse.org. Or call (619) 422-7787 and
leave a message. Please make your reservations early.
The last four performances of our previous show, The
Foreigner, were sold out, and unfortunately we had to
turn away several people who waited until the last week-

end. Don’t miss Come Blow Your Horn!

Alan (Charley Miller) listens to a lecture from his fa-
ther (Dan Feraldo).
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OnStage Comedies
Dominate 2006
Aubrey Nominations

Associated Commumity Theatres (ACT) San Diego
announced nominations for awards for the 2005-2006
theatre season at a reception on June 25. Dozens of
productions from the seven member theatres were
judged, and OnStage Playhouse again came away with
more than its share of nominations.

Every actor in all three comedies presented by OnStage
Playhouse last season was nominated for an award. The
three productions (Steel Magnolias, Birthday Suite, and
The Foreigner) were also nominated for best comedy,
and all three directors (Bruce Wilde, Bob Christiansen,
and Dave Rethoret) were nominated for best director
of a comedy. The three comedies were also all nomi-
nated for best set design in a comedy or drama.

OnStage did well in the drama category as well. Dancing
at Lughnasa was nominated as best drama, and direc-
tors Carla Nell (Dancing) and Marjorie Mae Traeger (The
Crucible) were nominated for best director of a drama.
The set for Dancing at Lughnasa will compete with our
comedies for best set. David Kelso and Summer Spence
were nominated for lead actor and actress in a drama
tor The Crucible, and Vicky Truscott, Rett Becker, and
Christopher Miller were nominated for supporting work
in The Crucible. The entire cast of Dancing at Lughnasa
was nominated as a lead ensemble.

Awards will be handed out on July 30 at the 41st An-
nual Celebration and Aubrey Awards Banquet to be
held at the Four Points Sheraton in Kearny Mesa. The
other judged were: Coronado Playhouse, Lamplighters
Community Theatre, Patio Playhouse, and Poway Pet-
forming Arts Company (PowPac). Details are on the
web at www.actsd.org/newsite/aubreyinfo.html.

Use Master Card and VISA at OnStage

You can use a credit or debit card to pay for your
seats in advance, or to purchase your tickets when
you come to the theater. To help defray our costs
for this service, we will add a modest service charge
of $1 for each use of a credit card.

Sorry, but we cannot accept other cards, such as
American Express, Discover, or Diners Club, at this
time.
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OnStage Playhouse Inaugurates

A Student Intern Program

Funded in part by a $1,500 grant from the City of
Chula Vista, OnStage Playhouse inaugurates a Student
Intern Program for the 2006-2007 Theatre Season.
Twelve (12) selected high school students will enter a
theatre arts program conducted by staff members of
OnStage.

The interns will attend seminars on all aspects of pro-
ducing a play and then will assist in putting one of our
20006-2007 productions up on stage. They will be di-
vided into teams of two to three students. Each team
will assist our experienced theatre professionals on one
of the season’s six plays beginning with auditions and
continuing with the director’s concept, set design and
construction, costume design and construction, lighting
and sound design, properties, and stage management.
During the run of the show, they will assist the stage
manager, the costumer, the lighting and sound techni-
cians, and properties master. At the conclusion of each
show, they will attend seminars led by the actors, direc-
tor and designers reviewing the major aspects of the
production.

This intern program is the OnStage Playhouse effort
to develop the next generation of theatre people.

OnStage Playhouse Awards

OnStage Playhouse will hold its 20th Annual Aldea
Awards Ceremony on Saturday, August 12, at Fredericka
Manor’s Fellowship Hall, 183 Third Ave., Chula Vista.

The awards ceremony recognizes the outstanding ac-
tors, directors, designers and producers of the OnStage
2005-2006 Season as determined by the OnStage Play-

house panel of judges.

Ceremonies will commence with a reception at 10:00
a.m. followed by a breakfast, courtesy of Fredericka
Manor. Following the Awards Presentation at 11:15 a.m.,
there will be a General Membership meeting to vote on
the members to constitute the 2006-2007 Board of
Directors.

Everyone interested in attending is welcome. A $10.00
donation is requested for the benefit of Onstage Play-
house. This is your chance to mingle with the cast mem-
bers and the people behind each show and express your
thanks and appreciation.

Please call the theater at (619) 422-7787 to make a
reservation.



President’s Corner
By Betsy Keller

Dear Friends,
YOU ARE INVITED!
SATURDAY, JULY 22
AT 7:00 PM

to OnStage Playhouse’s SPECIAL BENEFIT SHOW-
ING of one of Neil Simon’s most hilarious plays, “Comze
Blow Your Horn”, the play that started it all.

This night has been selected for the purpose of kick-
ing off our new season and to bring together people
that wish to support the endeavors of out theater. The
tickets for this “red-carpet” benefit will sell for $50 and
all proceeds will be donated to OnStage Playhouse.

One of San Diego’s finest catering services, Peartrees,
is donating the refreshments. You will enjoy a Cocktail
Reception one hour before the 8:00 show which will
include Peartrees Catering’s tempting assortment of hors
d’ocuvres and a wine bar.

At the Dessert Reception after the show, you will have
an opportunity to meet and socialize with the cast while
you enjoy coffee and a delicious combination of
Peartrees’ pastries and dessert treats.

This is an opportunity to impress a special friend by
inviting them to enjoy first class entertainment in a re-
laxed and casual setting. Please join us for this special
occasion at the theater at 291 Third Ave., Chula Vista.

Call the theater at (619) 422-7787 for more informa-
tion and to make your reservations, or request a reset-
vation on line at www.onstageplayhouse.org,

FLEX TICKETS AVAILABLE

Are you always on the run and not able to com-
mit to going anywhere on a regular time schedule?
FLEX TICKETS may be your answer.

On this plan you purchase six tickets at a reduced
price, and reserve seats on the dates most conve-
nient to you.

You need not come to each show--in fact, if you
want to use two of the FLEX TICKETS for one
show so you can invite a friend, you can do that!

This arrangement will benefit a patron who wants
to come to theatre, but, cannot commit to a pat-
ticular day each time. It also makes a wonderful
gift for your special friends and family.

ONST1ACE PrLAYHOUSFE
AUDITION NOTICE

On Go/Jen poml

Family drama by Ernest Thompson
Directed by Bruce Wilde
Sunday, July 23, and Monday, July 24 at 7:00 pm

Auditions are held at the theater and will be by cold
reading from the script. No appointments are re-
quired. Chatlie, the mailman, should have a Maine
accent. Itis preferred that Ethel have a New England
accent. A description of roles and further informa-
tion for auditioners can be found on our web site,
www.onstageplayhouse.org.  On Golden Pond runs
from September 8 to October 7, 2006. If you have
further questions, please leave a message on the the-
ater phone at (619) 422-7787.
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PowPAC
June 16 - July 9
Call (858) 679-8085

jLC mouutrap

Patio Playhouse,
Escondido

June 30 - July 23
Call (760) 746-6669

Snoopy jlu
mu:u'ca/

Coronado Playhouse
June 30 - August 6
Call (619) 435-4856

Around the
County

We encourage you to support other community the-
atre companies in the county. Here are some of the
upcoming shows being offered by our sister theatre
groups in San Diego County.

:bamu _/4t .S,ca

Lamplighters Community
Theatre, I.a Mesa

July 28 - August 20

Call (619) 464-4598

jlncSLapc a/ j/ufn,d
PowPAC

August 4 - 27

Call (858) 679-8085

g/it‘c .S,,u'rit
Scripps Ranch Theater
September 8 - October 7
Call (858) 578-7728
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ONST1AGE PrLAYHOUSE

P. O. Box 120044
Chula Vista, CA 91912

ONST1ACE PLAYHOUSE
Office Staff: Kimberly Garland

Technical Director: Chris Warner
Facilities Manager: Chad Oakley

Board of Directors

President Betsy Keller
Past President Paul Schaeffer
Viice President Bruce Wilde
Secretary Lynne Batchelor
Treasurer Sheila Mura
Artistic Director Teri Brown
Members at Large:
Bob Christiansen Chatles Nichols
Rosemary King Janis Vanderford
Lisa Moctezuma Dan Zisko

Theater telephone: (619) 422-7787
Visit us on the web at
http://www.onstageplayhouse.org
email: OnStagePlayhouse@excite.com

PLAYING AT ONSTAGE. . .

Come Blow Your Horn
by Neil Simon  Directed by Bob Christiansen
July 14 - August 12, 2006

On Golden Pond

by Ernest Thompson Directed by Bruce Wilde
September 8 - October 7, 2006

Performances are Thursday, Friday, and Saturday evenings at
8:00 pm and Sunday afternoons at 2:00 pm

OUR THEATER IS LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN CHULA
VISTA AT 291 THIRD AVENUE, NEAR F STREET.
LOOK FOR THE GREEN AWNING.

ONSTAGE PLAYHOUSE IS AN EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY ORGANIZATION.

OnStage Playhouse is supported in part by a grant from
Supervisor Greg Cox and the County Board of Supervisors.
Theatre renovation was made possible by a grant from
the Colonel Frank C. Wood Memorial Fund at
The San Diego Foundation.



