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A gripping tale of life, love and
temptation south of the border

by Teri Brown

OnStage Playhouse brings another riveting
drama to the stage with Tennessee Williams’ The
Night of the Iguana, opening November 2.

Set in the steamy tropics of coastal Mexico at
the outbreak of World War II, the story centers
around a defrocked, alcoholic and tormented Epis-
copal priest, who is battling the demons within
him and within the people around him. With two
failed jobs and nowhere left to turn, he is trapped
much like the iguana caught for the next night’s
dinner and, like the iguana, is struggling to be set
free. Ultimately, the play is a wrenchingly honest
testament to the fact that wisdom might come with
age. But wisdom also comes with a hefty dose of
skepticism about some of life’s most fragile truths
about God, faith, security, sexuality and death. The
former priest talks with three other lost souls--a
randy widow, a free-spirited artist, and “the oldest
living and practicing poet”-- when they meet one
stormy night in a desolate Mexican hotel.

Exploring human passion with daring and un-
flinching honesty, Tennessee Williams (1911-1983)
forged a poetic theatre of raw psychological in-
sight that fused realism and expressionism, and that
transformed the American stage. His works include
some thirty full-length plays, numerous short plays,
two volumes of poetry, and five volumes of es-
says and short stories. The Night of the Lguana (1961)
is considered by many to be his last great play.

Making his directorial debut will be David Blaise
Meredith, an accomplished actor who has also

served as Assistant Director for numerous local
productions. The cast includes Rob Conway as Rev-
erend Shannon, Holly Stephenson as Hannah, Sa-
rah Ditges as Maxine, Ed Eigner as Nonno, Kelly
Wood as Charlotte Goodall. Kirsten Gallon, Ruth
Eigner and Michael Dean Grulli round out the cast.

Ticket prices are $15.00 for general admission and
$13.00 for students/seniors/militaty. Special rates
are available for groups of ten or more by contacting
Betsy Keller via the theatre. Curtain times are
Thursdays-Saturdays at 8pm and Sundays at 2pm.
There will be no performance on Thanksgiving Day,
November 22. The last performance is Friday,
November 30. The Night of the Ignana contains adult
themes and situations and is not recommended for
those under 17 years of age. The production is
presented by special arrangement with Dramatists
Play Service, Inc.

For reservations, please call OnStage Playhouse’s
box office at 619-422-RSVP (7787) or visit our
website: www.onstageplayhouse.org.
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Don’t miss A Christmas Story— a

special holiday show at OnStage

by Teri Brown
For eight performances only, OnStage Playhouse

will present a special staged reading of the holiday
tamily classic A Christmas Story.

A Christmas Story is based on the much-loved 1983
film of the same name. The story was adapted from
the short stories and semi-fictional anecdotes of au-
thor and raconteur Jean Shepherd, including mate-
rial from his books In God We Trust, All Others Pay
Cash, and Wanda Hickeys Night of Golden Memories.
Philip Grecian adapted the story for the stage.

The story follows nine-year old Ralphie Parker in
his quest to get a genuine Red Ryder BB gun under
the tree for Christmas. Ralphie pleads his case be-
fore his mother, his teacher, and even the depart-
ment store Santa. It’s most quoted line: “You’ll shoot
your eye out, kid!”

Daniel Zisko will direct a cast of OnStage favor-
ites in a radio-style reading. A Christmas Story will
run Fridays-Sundays for two weekends: December
7-9 and Deember 14-16. Friday shows will start at
8pm, there will be two performances on Saturdays
at 2pm and 8pm, and Sundays will be at 2pm.

Ticket prices will be $10 for General Admission
and $7 for children under 12. Reservations can be
requested by calling the box office at 619-422-RSVP
(7787) or by visiting our website:
www.onstageplayhouse.org.

Kick off the holiday season with the whole family
at OnStage Playhouse. Laugh until your sides ache.
We triple-dog dare yal

And please...bring a toy--

We are going to collect toys at our theatre to coin-
cide with our production of A Christmas Story. We
have chosen to support the Salvation Army since
their facility is located right here in Chula Vista.
Donated toys will be distributed to families in the
south bay.

The toys must be new and unwrapped. Please help
us make the holidays bright by donating a toy to
those who are less fortunate. Thank you.
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All the seats are sold!

“Thank you” to the 60 supporters of OnStage who
donated $100 each, representing the 60 seats in our
intimate theater. Special thanks to our Life Members,
David and Terry Camarata, who noticed that our wall
plaque wasn’t filled yet and bought seven of the seats
we still had left to sell. The last one had been reserved
for Rosemary King, who wanted to purchase the final
set.

Our next special fund raising project is to suppott
our Intern Program. We are short $1000 to cover our
anticipated expenses. We ask you to support this wor-
thy project that provides a marvelous hands-on the-
atre experience for our local youth, at no cost to them.
The program is supported in part by the Chula Vista
Office of Arts and Culture, but additional funds are
needed to ensure the program is professionally admin-
istered.

Ordinary People needs help

Do you have a modern contemporary loveseat and
matching or complimentary armchair that you could
loan for the set of Ordinary People? 1t needs to in good
condition and fit the styles of the last 15 years. If you
can help out, please leave a message for the producert,
Chad Oakley, via the theatre phone at 619-422-7787.

Mailing List Update

Do we have your correct address? Do you
have an email address? We would appreciate it
if you would provide us with this information
so we can update our data base. If you no longer
wish to be on our mailing list, we would like to
know that also. You may contact us by phone
at  619-422-7787 or by email at
onstageplayhouse@excite.com. Our newsletter
is available online and we may cut corners by
making it available to you that way sometime in
the future.

This issue of Stage Whits was produced by the
volunteer efforts of Janis Vanderford, Bob Chris-
tiansen, Teri Brown, Betsy Keller, and Bruce
Wilde.




President’s Corner

By Bruce Wilde

I hope that EVERYONE has gotten to see the
last two shows. The Complete Works of William
Shakespeare (abridged) was great fun, well conceived
and delivered, while How I Learned to Drive was
compelling and great theatre. Continuing this con-
cept of greatness, we look forward to The Night of
The Ignana, possibly the last great work of one of
the GREAT playwrights of the 20th century, Ten-
nessee Williams. And we have an EXTRA presen-
tation to look forward to: a HOLIDAY SHOW!
Dan Zisko, director for “...Shakespeare abridged”
and last season’s The Graduate is putting together a
staged reading of the modern holiday classic .4
Christmas  Story. It’s running for only two week-
ends in December, so reserve your seats eatly!

From the Past President...
Dear Friends,

I have just ended my two-year term, but I want
to thank you all for your support. We are a team
and a family and we have accomplished a lot. We
have begun to seriously raise funds for our theatre.
We redesigned the lobby and made it more attrac-
tive for the patrons and our community. We were
able to secure more grants, thereby allowing us to
start a wonderful “High School Internship Pro-
gram.”

We produced, performed, and dedicated ALL
proceeds from The Vagina Monologues to support
Casa Seguras, a not-for-profit program sponsored
for the South Bay Community Center. Artistically
speaking, we have produced outstanding works
and have attracted new actors, directors, cast and
crew members to OnStage...thus providing more
awareness of our community theatre and attract-
ing some new audiences.

We are all volunteers and we do what we do
because we love this art form. Once again, thank
you all...I have enjoyed my time with OnStage Play-
house and I will continue to support it, Bruce Wilde,
our new President, and the new Board. Congratu-
lations!

See you at the theatre.
Betsy Keller

ONST1ACE PrLAYHOUSE
AUDITION NOTICE

Ordinary People
Dramatised by Nancy Gilsenan based on novel by Judith Guest

Directed by Jay Mower
Produced by Chad Oakley

Auditions will be held at OnStage Playhouse at 291 Third
Ave. at 7:00 pm on Sunday, November 4 and Monday,
November 5,2007. No appointment is necessary.

Casting will be for the following: one woman age 39,
three men age 40s, three young men age 17-18, and two
young women age 17-20.

Auditions will be by cold reading from the script. Scripts
may be purchased from the Dramatic Publishing Com-
pany. Please bring a head shot and a theater resume. Re-
hearsals are typically weekday evenings from 6 - 9 pm.

The show runs from January 11 through February 9,
2008. Performances are Thursday, Friday, Saturday at 8
pm and Sunday at 2 pm

For more information, you may contact Jay Mower at
(858) 485-8498 before 9 pm, or by email to
jaymower@hotmail.com. A description of characters and
further details may be found on the theatre web site,
www.onstageplayhouse.org. You also may leave a mes-
sage on the theater answering machine (619) 422-7787.

Around the
County

We encourage you to support other community the-
atre companies in the county. Here are some of the
upcoming shows being offered by our sister theatre
groups in San Diego County.
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PowPAC Scripps Ranch Theatre

October 19 - November 9 -
November 18 December 8

Call (858) 679-8085 Call (858) 578-7728
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Coronado Playhouse

Patio Playhouse,
October 19 - Escondido
November 25 November 16 -
Call (619) 435-4856 December 16

Call (760) 746-6669
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ONS1AGE PrLAYHOUSE

Office Staff: Emily Moore/Michael Turk Woodbury

Facilities Manager: Chatley Miller

Board of Directors

President Bruce Wilde
Vice President Sheila Mura
Secretary open
Treasurer Dan Zisko
Artistic Director Teri Brown
Technical Director (Acting)  Chad Oakley
Members at Large:
Lynne Batchelor Lisa Moctezuma
Bob Christiansen Charles Nichols
Rosemary King Janis Vanderford
FPast President Betsy Keller

Theater telephone: (619) 422-7787
Visit us on the web at
http://www.onstageplayhouse.org
email: OnStagePlayhouse@excite.com
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PLAYING AT ONSTAGE. ..
The Night of the Iguana

Drama by Tennesse Williams
Directed by David Blaise Meredith

November 2 - November 30, 2007

Ordinary People

Dramatised by Nancy Gilsenan
Directed by Jay Mower

January 11 - February 9, 2008

Performances are Thursday, Friday, and Saturday evenings at
8:00 pm and Sunday afternoons at 2:00 pm.

OURTHEATER ISLOCATED IN DOWNTOWN CHULA VISTA AT 291
THIRD AVENUE,NEAR F STREET. LOOK FOR THE GREEN AWNING.

OnStage Playhouse is supported in part by a grant from Supervisor
Greg Cox and the County Board of Supervisors.

Theatre renovation was made possible by a grant from the Colonel
Frank C. Wood Memorial Fund at The San Diego Foundation.
The 2007-2008 Student Intern Program is funded in part by a grant
from the Chula Vista Office of Arts and Culture.
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